
Dear WIT Community,
Do you know the  impact that you make? 

We do. We see it every day. 

Thanks to you, Survivors have left abusive
 partners. They have regained custody of their
children. They have found  support to maintain
sobriety. And they have learned to let go of
their shame and guilt. 

Their lives are changed because of you.
We wanted to show the impact you make
through your gifts through this 2017 Impact
Report. (Our full donor list for 2017 is available
online at www.helpwomen.org/donor-wall) 

We are grateful to have such an amazing
group of WIT supporters, champions, and
 advocates, and extend a sincere thank you
for your generosity. 

Sincerely, 

Corinne Lagermasini
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2,115 callers
received Telephone
Counseling

92 clients
received
Empowerment
Counseling

235 trained
in WAVE
Empowerment
Self-Defense

333 clients
attended
Peer Support Groups

5,310 reached
through Community
Education Programs

2017 
IMPACT

in numbers



Your gift helped a community
heal from domestic violence  
In October 2016, WIT collaborated with Special People In Northeast
(SPIN) to create an organizational response plan after a SPIN
 employee was murdered by her abusive boyfriend. We trained
SPIN staff volunteers to be crisis responders for fellow staff and
clients, and trained the management team on the dynamics and
warning signs of domestic violence and local resources for survivors. 

Community Education  Coordinator Zoe Nesin, who led the October
2016 trainings, returned for additional trainings in October 2017.
Several changes stood
out to her. 

“They have Courage
Cards in all their
group homes so
that resources are
available to all staff
and clients. In addition
to having trained staff
crisis responders –
who are available to all staff – they are providing support for those
responders through group meetings and check-ins,” she says. 

“SPIN is creating a system within their organization to address
 domestic violence – and they are still just as passionate and
 committed as they were a year ago.” 

If you want to learn more about WIT’s
Community Education Program, go to
www.helpwomen.org/education-training.
Our Program can be tailored to your
organization’s needs! 



Together, we honor a WIT legacy   
In December 2016, WIT said farewell to Executive
 Director Roberta L. Hacker, who retired after 30 years
of service at WIT.  

Under her leadership, we integrated recovery support
into our domestic violence services, making WIT a
unique safe space in Philadelphia for the 25–50% of
DV Survivors who also struggle with substance abuse
as a result of trauma and violence.

We launched our Community Education, Advocacy & Training Program, and
integrated WAVE Empowerment Self-Defense into our services. 

Roberta steered WIT through recessions and state budget crises, and she
 ensured WIT’s financial stability by initiating our partnership with PathWays PA. 

In honor of her service, we have named our Play Care Room the Roberta L. Hacker
Play Care Room. 

Your gift supports
mothers and their
children    
“For many clients with young
 children, Play Care is the only way
they can  receive services at WIT,”
says Program Director Irene L. Brantley.

“Play Care gives Mom a breather. That’s her time to take care of herself. She
doesn’t have to take care of someone else when she is in counseling or sharing
her story in Sister Circle. The children, too, often have more responsibility than
they should for their age. In Play Care, they can just be children.”

In 2017, you supported 132 children with Play Care while their mothers and
guardians received our free and confidential services. 



Your gift empowers Survivors    
Your support gave Gabrielle the safe space and the resources to meet
her goals.

Gabrielle is an immigrant domestic violence survivor whose husband
refused to sponsor her for a green card, threatened to deport her,
denied access to medical care for her and their children, and abused her
physically and verbally. At WIT, her counselor supported her in writing a
letter documenting her abuse – an essential part of the Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA) Self-Petition – and in making plans for her safety and
her goals moving forward. 

Within 2 years, Gabrielle gained sole custody of her children, received a
green card, and relocated to her own apartment with her children. 

Claire is a sexual assault survivor, who says, “I had a traumatizing
experience a few summers ago when I was attacked so even catcalls
would trigger flashbacks.”

After taking a WAVE Empowerment Self-Defense class, she was locking
her bike on the sidewalk one day when two drunk men approached her,
invaded her personal space, and harassed her with sexual comments. She
instinctively stood in a defensive stance and yelled “No!” and “Go away!” –
as she had been trained to do in a WAVE class. In response, the men ran
down the street and left her alone. 

Claire says, “I am so glad that organizations like WIT exist. I feel much
stronger now, and this moment was a marker of how far I’ve come
in healing.”
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Your support makes a difference!


